REMARKS 

Claims 1-15 and 30 are pending in the application. 
Claims 1-6 and 30 are rejected. 

Claims 1-4 and 30 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
Claims 7-15 are allowed. 
Claims 1 and 30 are amended. 
No matter is added. 

Claims 1-15 and 30 remain in the case for consideration. 

Application requests reconsideration and allowance of the claims in light of the above 
amendments and following remarks. 

Claim objections 

Claim 30 is amended to recite, "to electrically connect the plug and one of the 
pattemed conductive layers" to further clarify the patentable subject matter of the claimed 
invention as suggested by the Examiner. Thus, the objection to claim 30 is now overcome. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1-4 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being xmpatentable over 
Deboer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,365,453) in view of Gonzalez (U.S. Patent No. 5,693,971). 

Claim 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over Deboer 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,365,453) and Gonzalez (U.S. Patent No. 5,693,971) in view of Wolf 
et al. (Silicon Processing for the VLSI Era, Volume 3- The Submicron MOSFET, pages 288- 
289). 

The rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 is amended to further recite, "the pad has an upper surface and the one of the 
second conductive layers overlies the upper surface of the pad." Support for the amendments 
can be found, for example, in FIGS. 7A-7C of the present application. 

With respect to claim 1 , the Examiner has argued that Deboer discloses a plurality of 
first conductive layers 49' and a second conductive layer 73'. The Examiner has further 
argued that Deboer teaches a plurality of connecting devices for connecting the first and 
second conductive layer. 
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However, the element 49' shown in Deboer is a capacitor bottom electrode and the 
element 73' is a bit line. See col. 8, lines 9-12 and 38-39 of Doboer. Thus, if the element 49' 
and the element 73' were combined as suggested by the Examiner, the resulting device would 
not be operable. 

Further, as stated in col. 7, lines 14-17 of Doboer, the element 71 ' is formed 
simultaneously with a bit line 73 above the fourth ILD 64. Thus, Doboer does not teach or 
suggest, "the pad has an upper surface and the one of the second conductive layers overlies 
the upper surface of the pad," as recited in amended claims 1 or 30. In Deboer, because the 
element 71 ' needs to be formed simultaneously with the bit line 73, there is no such upper 
surface of the pad. 

In addition, nowhere does Gonzalez teach or suggest the above limitations of the 
claimed invention recited in claim 1. In particular, col. 3, line 58 through column 4, line 5 of 
Gonzalez teach or suggest nothing regarding the above limitations of the claimed invention. 

Thus, the cited references, either alone or in combination, do not teach or suggest all 
of the limitations of claim 1 . Accordingly, the rejection does not present a prima facie case 
of obviousness. Therefore, claim 1 is allowable and claims 2-6, which depend therefrom and 
recite features that are neither taught nor disclosed in the cited references, are also allowable. 
In addition, for the reasons discussed above, claim 30, which recites limitations similar to 
claim 1, is also allowable. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-15 are allowed. 
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Customer No. 20575 

For the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-6, 7-15 and 30 
of the application as amended is solicited. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the 
undersigned at (503) 222-3613 if it appears that an interview would be helpful in advancing 
the case. 



Respectfully submitted. 



MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 




Hosoon Lee 



Limited Recognition Under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 
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BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 

Hosoon Lee is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) as an employee of the Acushnet 
Company to prepare and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent applicant is the client of the 
Marger Johnson & McCollom, P.C. law firm, and the attorney or agent of record in the applications is a 
registered practitioner who is a member of the Marger Johnson & McCollom, P.C. law fimi. This limited 
recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the following events first 
occurs prior to the date appearing below: (i) Hosoon Lee ceases to lawfully reside in the United States, 
(ii) Hosoon Lee's employment with the Marger Johnson & McCollom, P.C. law firm ceases or is 
terminated, or (iii) Hosoon Lee ceases to remain or reside in the United States, authorized to be employed 
by an Employment Authorization Card issued pursuant to 8 CFR § 274a. 12(c)(9). 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in the 
OfBce of Enrollment and Discipline of the United States Patent and Trademark OfQce. 




Expires: July 16, 2004 




Harry I. Moatz 

Director of Enrollment and Discipline 



